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Huccorgne Viaduct: the rehabilitation 
of a major axis in Wallonia
The Huccorgne viaduct, located on the E42/E25 motorway between Liège and Namur, 
is a crucial part of the E42 motorway, linking the west and east of the Walloon region, 
across Belgium. With a total length of 547 metres and a height of 60 metres, the viaduct 
features two separate decks, each for one direction of traffic, and carries 60,000 vehicles 
daily. The comprehensive rehabilitation project was carried out by BESIX and its partner, 
on behalf of SOFICO and the Service Public de Wallonie Mobilité & Infrastructures, 
the entities responsible for the road network infrastructure in the Walloon Region. The 
rehabilitation has substantially been completed and the motorway fully reopened on 
Sunday 30 July 2023, slightly ahead of schedule, offering three lanes in both directions.

Rehabilitation in two parts
Originally built in the 1960s, the Huccorgne viaduct was in 
need of a comprehensive makeover. The works included a 
complete rehabilitation of the entire structure, including the 
replacement of the beams, the deck, and the support struc-
ture. New waterproofing, surfacing, and sound walls were also 
installed. This challenging renovation project has been the 
region’s largest infrastructure project in recent years.

The rehabilitation started in August 2021 with preparatory 
works. In January 2022, renovation works began on the 
bridge supporting the lanes in the direction of Namur-Liège. 
This first half of the viaduct was completed and inaugurated 
by the Walloon authorities in July 2022. The opening of the 
lanes to traffic allowed the second part of the works to begin, 
in the direction of Liège-Namur.

Precise planning
Ensuring uninterrupted traffic was of utmost importance, as 
60,000 vehicles cross the viaduct every day, making it a major 
challenge to minimise traffic disruption. In order to do so, 
BESIX’s teams adhered to an extremely strict plan to keep 
two lanes open in each direction throughout the entire project. 
This was possible thanks to meticulous planning, communi-
cation, and collaboration among all partners. 

“The project was extremely well-prepared, and there was 
excellent communication and collaboration with our client 
SOFICO and partners”, says Jean-François Deswijsen, Oper-
ations Manager Wallonia-Luxembourg. “This is essential for 
large infrastructure projects like this, where timing is tight and 
unforeseen challenges are inevitable. I would like to thank our 
partners, subcontractors, and suppliers for their contributions 
to the success of this project. We are proud to say that we 
even finished slightly ahead of schedule”, he adds. 

Heavy lifting
Another challenge was the removal and replacement of 36 
concrete beams on both sides of the viaduct. With each 
beam measuring 30 metres long and weighing 60 tonnes, 
this manoeuvre was visually spectacular. The crane had to 
lift the beams up to 60 metres high, adding to the complexity 
of the manoeuvre. 

This was a particularly impressive operation that, despite 
some windy weather, remained on schedule. “On windy days, 
the wind was monitored every hour to determine if it was safe 
to lift the beams. If the wind was too strong, work was post-
poned until the evening or night, so that the schedule could 
be maintained,” states Jean-François Deswijsen. Despite the 
challenges, the placement of the new beams was completed 
right on schedule in less than a month. 

Safety and sustainability
The completion of the Huccorgne viaduct rehabilitation pro-
ject is a major milestone for the road network in the Walloon 
Region. The project has significantly improved the safety and 
durability of the viaduct, and it will ensure that it continues to 
serve the travelling public for many years to come.

Infrastructure

Planning and 
organisation were 
essential in this 
project, as traffic had 
to be maintained at 
all times. We proposed 
a plan that would 
minimise traffic 
disruption.
Jean-François Deswijsen, Operations 
Manager Wallonia-Luxembourg

Project details

Huccorgne Viaduct

Location
E42/E25 motorway Liège-Namur, Belgium

Client
SOFICO & Service Public de Wallonie Mobilité & 
Infrastructures

Partner
Galère

Contract type
Build

Construction period
2021 - 2023

Contract value 
€23 million

Infrastructure


	01 BESIX at a glance
	Message from the Executive Vice-Chairman and the CEO
	Company Profile
	Milestones 2023
	02 Creating the highest value for all stakeholders

	BESIX Strategy 
	Main ESG Risks and Opportunities
	Focusing on Stakeholder Expectations with a Double Materiality Assessment  
	Value Creation Model
	Value Engineering
	Engineering Sustainable Value across the Value Chain
	03 Sustainability & ESG

	Commitment to Sustainability & ESG
	Sustainability & ESG Strategy
	Environmental Management 
	Social Commitment
	04 110 years of global expertise

	Areas of Expertise
	Buildings
	Saint-Denis Pleyel: a major station 
of the Grand Paris Express
	BESIX’s Guggenheim Abu Dhabi: 
A pioneering achievement in the world of art and construction
	F Tower: a rising star in Abidjan
	Complex, state-of-the-art STEM building for North Queensland
	Infrastructure
	Huccorgne Viaduct: the rehabilitation of a major axis in Wallonia
	Abobo Tunnel: improving accessibility and traffic in Abidjan
	BESIX gearing up to deliver the Nachtigal Hydropower Plant
	Marine Works
	The Oxagon project: developing port infrastructure
	Transforming Portonave’s port infrastructure in Brazil
	Industry & Logistics
	Armoured Fighting Vehicle Facility Programme LAND 400
	Expertise in collaboration: the success story behind the PALLAS reactor
	Axis Alexandria: a carbon-neutral industrial development delivered in South Sydney
	Environment
	Pioneering renewable hydrogen production in Belgium 
	Sports & Leisure
	GMHBA Stadium at Kardinia Park: Stage 5 Redevelopment
	BESIX Invest
	Delivering the Antwerp Police Force’s new HQ
	Shou’alah: O&M excellence fuels Dubai’s Waste-to-Energy plant
	State-of-the-art sewage sludge treatment plant will recover energy from the wastewater of 4 million citizens in Flanders  
	Real Estate
	Unveiling ICÔNE: where vision meets reality
	Transforming the past, sustaining the future: BESIX RED’s ESG commitment to renovation and sustainability
	05 Business Review

	BESIX Construction
	BESIX Invest 
	BESIX Real Estate Development
	Diversification
	06 Regional & Specialised Entities in Europe

	Jacques Delens
	LuxTP
	Vanhout
	Wust
	BESIX Infra
	Franki Foundations
	Socogetra
	BESIX Unitec
	07 Corporate Governance & Structure

	Corporate Governance 
	Group Structure
	08 BESIX Finance

	Comments on the Financial Performance
	Consolidated Balance Sheet
	Consolidated Income Statement
	Consolidated Cash Flow Statement 
	Message from the Executive Vice-Chairman and the CEO
	Company Profile
	Milestones 2023
	BESIX Strategy 
	Main ESG Risks and Opportunities
	Focusing on Stakeholder Expectations with a Double Materiality Assessment  
	Value Creation Model
	Value Engineering
	Engineering Sustainable Value across the Value Chain
	Commitment to Sustainability & ESG
	Sustainability & ESG Strategy
	Environmental Management 
	Social Commitment
	Areas of Expertise
	Buildings
	Infrastructure
	Marine Works
	Industry & Logistics
	Environment
	Sports & Leisure
	BESIX Invest
	Real Estate

	BESIX Construction
	BESIX Invest 
	BESIX Real Estate Development
	Diversification
	Jacques Delens
	LuxTP
	Vanhout
	Wust
	BESIX Infra
	Franki Foundations
	Socogetra
	BESIX Unitec
	Corporate Governance 
	Group Structure
	Comments on the Financial Performance
	Consolidated Balance Sheet
	Consolidated Income Statement
	Consolidated Cash Flow Statement 



